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Intense construction over Christmas
Khyber Pass rail bridge demolition
Onehunga track lay complete
Manukau rail link planning progresses

Electrification moves ahead
Hidden walls for New Lynn trench
Avondale upgrade in full swing
Anti-trespass initiative
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We are planning an intense three-week construction

programme in Newmarket over the Christmas/New Year

holiday between December 26 to January 18 2009. We are

taking advantage of this time to carry out work that can

only be done when there are no trains running.

We have a lot to do in a short time so will be working

extended hours on most days and have teams travelling to

Auckland from around the country. We will also be working

Mayor Banks starts Khyber Pass Rd
rail bridge demolition

ONTRACK enlisted the help of Auckland City's mayor, John

Banks to mark the start of a key element of its Project DART

upgrade of Auckland's rail network.

Duplication of the western line is now underway between

Newmarket and Boston Rd. This involves replacing the busy

Khyber Pass Rd and Park Rd rail to accommodate a second

track, new rail station and overhead wires for future

electrification.

The works have been carefully planned to take place

concurrently to minimise traffic disruption by shortening

the overall duration. The railway line beneath the bridges

opened in 1881 and linked the existing North South Line

with the North Auckland line already been built further

west. Largely unchanged today, the single track runs

through a narrow cutting between the two bridges hewn

out of volcanic basalt.

Crane driving Mayor
John Banks removes

a section of the
Khyber Pass

Rd bridge

A New Zealand first - 'diamond crossing' on
slab track, it forms part of the complex Newmarket

junction being installed over the holiday period.
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Renewal of Onehunga branch-line track is almost complete

- with just ballasting and tamping remaining. Signal design

is being progressed, and ONTRACK is working closely with

ARTA on plans for future station(s) along the route.

Onehunga track lay complete

Design for a 1km rail spur linking Manukau city centre to

the main network is underway. ONTRACK is working

closely with the local council and the Auckland Regional

Transport Authority to develop the best fit solution. The

new line, the first new section of track in Auckland for

several years, will run along the northern side of SH20.

Manukau rail link planning progresses

Preparation for electrification
moves ahead
Identification of suitable contractors to undertake planning

for the signals, traction and bridge work is underway. It is

expected that the signals work will start early in the New

Year.

Intense construction over Christmas and New Year
through the night with some activities so we can get the

work finished in time to reopen the rail network to

commuter services on Monday 19 January 2009.

Please note no trains run on Christmas Day, and

comprehensive rail-bus replacement timetable is operating

from Boxing Day to Sunday 18 January. This allows us to get

the job done. Always check with MAXX before you travel

online at www.maxx.co.nz or by calling 09 366 6400.

After the holiday network

shutdown a temporary

one will open 50m away

from the existing one -

this is to enable building

of the new station. Several

hundred piles are also

being installed to line the

wider cutting and allow

lowering of the tracks.

Construction of the

Newmarket station

continues works to

replace Remuera Rd

Bridge are expected to

start in January 2009.



Avondale upgrade in full swing

December 2008 onwards Finishing new temporary
platform and access ramp

Find out
more

You can find out more about
the project from our website

emailing us
www.ProjectDART.org.nz

info@projectdart.org.nz
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The Auckland area sees ONTRACK managing an

increasingly busy network in an area with a growing

population - with this the risk of danger when trespassing

on rail land is increasing.

Trespass is spread across the network and includes

stations, approaches to stations, bridges, cut-throughs

between roads or footpaths and parkland. Trespass

hotspots have been identified and action plans developed

to reduce the levels.

Several measures we are being introduced to reduce

trespass - encouraging use of legitimate access

routes and safe pedestrian

crossings/bridges,

improving understanding

of being on the track is

dangerous and illegal

and introducing

fences and trialling a

new underfoot

deterrent in key

areas.

A new temporary station, being built on the city side

of Blockhouse Bay Rd, will allow construction of the

future Avondale train station. The temporary set up

will be completed over the holiday period when tracks

will be lowered to allow for future electrification of the

rail network.

Construction of the second of two new rail bridges

over Whau Creek is now well underway. This bridge

will be connected to the rail network once the four km

of track between Avondale and New Lynn is

completed in mid 2010. Sections of the wooden bridge

have been donated to the Olympic Park Trust and will

be used in a sculpture.

Hidden walls built for New Lynn trench

The first of two trench walls is now being built below

ground in New Lynn. Each wall will be made up of around

125 individual concrete panels reinforced by massive steel

cages. As the walls are being built underground first it's not

until excavation starts in about a year's time that the trench

will really take shape.

A new temporary roundabout at Clark St/ Rankin Ave is

now under construction. This will come into use early in the

New Year and will allow traffic to continue to flow while the

future bridge, replacing the level crossing, is built.

A clam shell grab digs out trench walls
underground. The first of around 250
wall panels is now in place below
ground ready for excavation

Anti-trespass initiative underway

Underfoot deterrant to discourage
trespassing on the tracks

Underfoot deterrant to discourage
trespassing on the tracks


